TEACHING   IN   THE   INFANTS'    SCHOOL

The Approach to Reading and Number

Many of the children's activities during this year
offer opportunities for developing interest in reading and
number. They arise in an incidental manner through
constructive work, such as cutting pieces of wood the
same length for a table or fence (see Fig. i); through
centres of interest, such as modelling so many apples,
pears or cauliflowers; buying and selling goods and
learning to give change. Suggestions for acquiring a
vocabulary of printed words and phrases in connection
with centres of interest have already been described.

Other occasions can also be used by the teacher for
extending this knowledge.

The Nature Calendar

It is the custom to keep some kind of picture weather
record in most classrooms, but this is rarely used to
stimulate interest in reading or number, since many
teachers still think of the curriculum of the Infants'
School in terms of isolated subjects, not as a series of
related experiences. The result is that the three "RV
are dealt with in a period of individual work, but never
at any other time; weather is observed and recorded on
a chart, but that, too, is kept as an entirely separate
interest; handwork offers endless opportunities for
gaining notions of form and number, such as dividing
lengths into halves and quarters, drawing circles,
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